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The Viral Hepatitis Prevention Board 

15 years of support to the control and prevention 
of viral hepatitis in Europe.



Content

• Viral Hepatitis Prevention Board (VHPB)
• VHPB activities
• Hepatitis B control in Europe



Viral Hepatitis Prevention Board
• The objective of VHPB is to contribute to the control 

and prevention of viral hepatitis
– by drawing the attention to this important public health 

problem
– by issuing prevention guidelines 
– and by encouraging actions to improve control and 

prevention.

• VHPB focus audiences are, in first instance, opinion 
leaders, policymakers, and health care professionals. 



Viral Hepatitis Prevention Board

• VHPB  is established in 1992. First actions related to 
hepatitis B as an occupational risk.

• World Health Assembly sets in 1992  Hepatitis B 
Vaccination targets on the integration of hepatitis B 
vaccine into national childhood vaccination programmes. 

• In 1993, VHPB started a second major initiative and 
focused on hepatitis B as a community health risk.

• The geographical focus was initially  
Western Europe, its actions are extended to include all 53 
countries  in the WHO/EURO



Viral Hepatitis Prevention Board

• members
– CDC, WHO/HQ, WHO/EURO, MOH, Universities

• network of experts



Viral Hepatitis Prevention Board

• Meetings
– 2 - 3 meetings/year

• Viral Hepatitis Newsletter
– 2 issues/year
– mailing to apr. 4500 readers

• Web site
• Scientific publications
• Participation at Scientific Meetings
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Web site www.vhpb.org

• Web site
– Overview of the VHPB
– Show all previous recommendations and consensus 

statements
– All Viral Hepatitis issues as of 1996 can be 

downloaded
– Presentations of VHPB meetings are one line since 

2001 (264 presentations of in total 343 documents)





Meetings and Recommendations

– Surveillance
– Universal programs
– Injection safety and safe blood 

supply
– HBV mutants and variants
– Prevention and control of viral 

hepatitis in migrants and 
refugees

– Behavioural issues in hepatitis 
B vaccination

– How to reach risk groups
– Combined vaccines
– Economic evaluations
– Hepatitis B vaccination safety 

issues
– Hepatitis B vaccine and long 

term efficacy
– Hepatitis infections in health 

care workers
– Perinatal transmission
– Adolescent programmes

The VHPB has already covered a broad range of control 
and prevention strategies for all forms of hepatitis







Country meetings 

• Italy 2002
• Germany and the Nordic Countries 2003
• France 2004
• UK 2005
• Spain 2006
• Greece 2007
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Objectives of the meeting

• Overview of surveillance systems for infectious 
diseases;

• Overview of the research activities on viral hepatitis 
in Greece;

• Evaluation of current prevention and control 
measures on viral hepatitis;

• Successes, problems and barriers to overcome, and 
the way forward.
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