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Hepatitis A vaccination in Greece today
•

 
Hepatitis A vaccine available in Greece since 
1995. Recommended but not included in NIP.

•
 

Recommendation for use in high risk groups.

•
 

Vaccines available in Greece today:

•
 

HAVRIX (GSK):
 

720EU
 

και
 

1,440EU

•
 

VAQTA (MSD): 25U
 

και
 

50U

•
 

Epaxal (Berna): 24IU.

•
 

Most private pediatricians vaccinate upon 
entrance to DCC, others at adolescence. 



National Immunization Program
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Targeted Immunization

•
 

Targeted immunization of high risk groups 
has been proven ineffective:

–
 

HBV vaccination in many areas in the world

–
 

HAV vaccination: in 1999 (USA) when 
universal vaccination was first implemented 
onlyonly in states with high disease incidence.



•similar incidence rates across the country 
•changes in age distribution of cases

MMWR 



Overview of disease burden in Greece

•
 

Very difficult to estimate:
–

 
Surveillance system existing but significant 
underreporting….

–
 

<10% of children will have symptomatic disease
–

 
No data on duration of hospitalization 
complications or societal costs.

•
 

Recent seroprevalence data implies that the 
virus indeed “circulates”

 
in Greece



Hepatitis A surveilance data 
1998-

 
2006

ΚΕΕΛΠΝΟ



Results 
Natural immunity in unvaccinatedunvaccinated

 
children >1 y.o.

%

Age (years)
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Results 
Vaccination coverage against hep. A
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Natural Immunity and vaccination 
coverage by geographic area
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Hepatitis A vaccine and inequalities
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Cost –  effectiveness study on 
hepatitis A vaccination

•
 

Based calculations on their own data:
–

 
161 children hospitalized between 1990-1995.

–
 

Mean hospitalization stay: 11+/-
 

3 days!!
•

 
Conclusion: 
–

 
Vaccination is cost-effective only in high-risk 
groups with a seroprevalence

 
> 10%

–
 

All low-risk adolescents should get immunized

C. Bora
 

et al. Paediatriki
 

1995



Hepatitis A vaccination in Greece
 The way forward

•
 

Besides cost-effectiveness studies 
•

 
This is difficult time to introduce hepatitis A 
vaccine in our NIP
–

 
Most recently varicella

 
vaccine and 

conjugated pneumococcal
 

vaccine have been 
introduced

–
 

Likely to introduce HPV vaccine within 2007.
•

 
Vaccine widely used but not for those that 
need it most. 
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