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The Concept of NA Withdrawal as an Approach
to Achieve a Functional Cure

van Bömmel F,Berg T. Hepatol Comm 2021
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Frequency of HBV DNA relapses
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Response to NA Discontinuation Runs 
Through Different Phases
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FINITE-study: endpoints
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STOP-NUC: Cessation of nucleos(t)ide treatment in 
HBeAg-negative chronic hepatitis B: A randomized 
controlled trial
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STOP-NUC: End point HBsAg loss

Van Bömmel F, et al. ILC 2020
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STOP-NUC: HBsAg levels after stopping NA

Van Bömmel F, et al. ILC 2020
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STOP-NUC: HBsAg levels in control arm

Van Bömmel F, et al. ILC 2020
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STOP-NUC: Re-treatment

Van Bömmel F, et al. ILC 2020
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Negative effect of early on HBsAg losses

Cumulative HBsAg loss rate in 519 patients with clinical relapse and retreatment (blue line; n = 269) or patients with clinical
relapse but no retreatment (yellow line; n = 150)
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STOP-NUC: Re-Treatment criteria

van Bömmel F,Berg T. Hepatol Comm 2021
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Influence of qHBsAg at NA cessation

Cumulative HBsAg loss rates according to different HBsAg levels at the time point of NA treatment discontinuation 
(log-rank test, P < 0.0001)
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Influence of ethnicity on HBsAg loss
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Influence of HBsAg levels on HBsAg loss

Sonneveld MJ, et al. J Hepatol 2022
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Influence of HBcrAg levels on HBsAg loss

Sonneveld MJ, et al. J Hepatol 2022
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Safety of NUC discontinuation

van Bömmel F,Berg T. Hepatol Comm 2021
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Summary

Cessation of NA treatment is a potent tool to induce functional cure in HBeAg 
negative patients

HBsAg levels < 1000 IU/mL are a strong positive predictor of HBsag loss
• Role of other bio markers is unclear

Cessation of NA is safe in non-cirrhotic patients
• patients with liver cirrhosis NA should not be stopped

The long term development of immune control after NA cessation is unclear



Thank you for your attention!
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