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Finland - country profile 

• Population 5.4 million, density 16 per sq km 
 

• Health care system 
– > 95 % hospitals in public sector 
– majority of outpatient services in public sector 
– > 90 % clinical microbiology examinations in public sector 

 
• Clinical microbiology 

– approximately 30 laboratories with significant volume 
– tests used widely and relatively uniformly 
– labs require renewable licensure, with compulsory EQA 
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Finland – country profile 

29.3.2002/AA © Genimap 

• All primary responsibilities at municipal level 
– N=183; population 500 - 560 000 

 
• Hospital districts: specialist care, consultant 

role 
– N= 20+1; population 50 000 - 1 500 000 
– 5 of these are university hospitals 
– Northern Finland = Lapland 

• population ~120 000 
• 86 000 sq km 
• Central hospital in Rovaniemi 

 
• State Provincial Office, Medical Officer 

 
• Sectoral research institutions under ministry, 

consultant role 
– National Institute for Health and Welfare 

(THL) 
 

• Ministry of Social Welfare and Health 
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Flow of data and information in NIDR 1.1.2009 -  

Treating physician: 
 physician notification 

Hospital district 
(checking, completion) 

National register 
in THL 

Primary Health 
Care Center 

Automated 
reminder 
to notify 

NIDR microbial strain 
collection (THL) 

Microbiology laboratory: 
notifiable diagnostic finding 

(automated identification) 

isolate notification 

8 000 
81 000 

(90% elec- 
tronically) 

2 900 
(3 % electronically) 

Encrypted www- 
access 

Population 
register 

Encrypted www 
access 

Data for 2009 
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Acute hepatitis B by mode of transmission 
1998 - 2010  
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Annual incidences of hepatitis A, B and C 
during years 1995-2011, in Finland 
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Hepatitis cases in Lapland Hospital 
District, years 2007-2011 
         

 HAV  HBV acute HBV chronic HCV  
  N Incid. N Incid. N Incid. N Incid. 
2007 2 1,69 1 0,84 7 5,90 25 21,06 
2008 0 - 6 5,06 6 5,06 24 20,24 
2009 3 2,53 2 1,69 11 9,29 17 14,36 
2010 0 - 0 - 5 4,22 23 19,43 
2011 3 2,53 0 - 4 3,38 25 21,12 
 

• Incidence /100000 residents 
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Nationality of hepatitis cases notified 
in 2011 in Finland 

   HAV  HBV   HBV   HCV 
    acute   chronic 

   % (N) % (N) % (N) % (N) 
Finland  93.3 (14) 79.2 (19) 18.6 (41) 84.4 (974) 
Other  6.7 (1) 8.3 (2) 52.3 (115) 8.8  (101) 
Not known   12.5 (3) 29.1 (64) 6.8 (79) 
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C-hepatiitti incidence in Finnish 
provinces during 2005-2009 
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Transmission in infection reported to  
Register of Infectious Diseases in 2011 
    HBV   HBV   HCV 
    acute   chronic 
Intravenous  
drug use     0.4  (1 )  49.2  (597) 
 
Sexual contact  41.7  (10 ) 4.9  (11)   11.7  (142)  
 
Perinatal     4.0  (9)   0.9  (11)  
 
Blood products    0.9  (2)  0.6  (7 ) 
 
Other     3.6  (8)   3.1  (38) 
 
Not known  58.3  (14)   86.1  (192 ) 419  (34.5) 
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Conclusions 
• Hepatitis A and acute hepatitis B are rare diseases 

in Finland, including Lapland 
– Vaccination of risk groups 

• Hepatitis C is common, incidence slowly decreasing 
(?) 

– Burden of illness substantial 
– Further studies needed 

• Epidemiology of hepatitides in Northern Finland not 
different from other parts of the country 
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