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Percentage of cases of liver cancer in Europe in 2020 that could be attributable to hepatitis B virus, hepatitis C virus, alcohol consumption, tobacco smoking, overweight & obesity. 
Percentages cannot be summed. Source: de Martel et al. 2020, Rumgay et al. 2021, IHME Global Burden of Disease Study 2021 results tool. 2025

What are the major causes of liver cancer in Europe?
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Using data collected by population-
based cancer registries, we see 
that:
• Incidence and mortality rates of 

liver cancer have dropped in East 
Asian countries + Italy

• Liver cancer rates have increased 
in many previously low-incidence 
countries, e.g. the US, Australia, 
and across Europe

IARC, Global Cancer Observatory. 2025

Recent trends in incidence of liver cancer
Liver cancer incidence rates, males

*Subnational data



Data from cancer registries show 
us that…

• Liver cancer rates are increasing in 
previously low-risk countries

• Preventive impact of HBV vaccine not yet 
reflected in liver cancer rates

• Due to population growth alone, the 
number of people diagnosed with and 
dying from liver cancer will continue to 
grow unless prevention is prioritised
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